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 Background

Recent events have prompted the Executive Committee to address the problem of the use of alcohol and other drugs while attending the All Star I conference. In response to a New Hampshire State law change, the Star Island Corporation amended its rules in 2016 to allow for 18- to 20-year olds to attend Social Hour functions sponsored by the conferences. Alcohol consumption is restricted to 21+, but attendance at events serving alcohol is allowed for this specific age group. The All Star I Executive Committee is concerned about recent reports of alcohol-related incidents involving minors while attending the conference. Joe Watts is taking these reports very seriously and is working to tighten up recommendations, procedures, rules and culture around alcohol consumption by all groups within the island community including Pelicans, staff, and both minor and adult conferees.  In response to these events the Executive Committee recommends that All Star I adopt a proactive policy to address and deter future alcohol and other drug use by teens.
Policy

1. All Star I policy restricts access to social hour for all youth under the age of 21 with the exception of youth participating in a conference sanctioned activity.
2. Consequences for a verified violation of the Star Island Corporation drug and alcohol policy or of the Code of Mutual Respect and Safety (below) will be strictly enforced by conference governance.
3. An explanation of consequences for policy violation will be sent to all junior teens, senior teens and young adults participating in the Children’s program and their families/sponsors prior to the conference. These will be reiterated upon arrival at Star.
4. Teens will be asked to sign a policy statement similar to the one below acknowledging the new guidelines during their first group meeting. (Adapted from the All Star I Children’s Program Code of Mutual Respect and Safety.)

Code of Mutual Respect and Safety

On Star Island we are committed to be a community of people who love, aid and support each other, welcome and celebrate diversity, and maintain a nurturing environment. As part of realizing this mission we strive to ensure the existence of a safe community for all. It is my responsibility to adhere to the laws of the State of New Hampshire and the Star Island Corporation regulations during my week on Star including but not limited to the use of alcohol, illegal and non-prescribed drugs. I understand that the consequences for breaking the Code of Respect and Safety will begin with a meeting with the Children’s Program Coordinator(s) with the youth(s) and parent(s) to verify the Code violation, and verification of the breach will then be reported to conference chairs.  One or more of the following will then occur:
• Loss of independent living privileges (must room with parent/sponsor for the rest of the week)
• Forfeiture of attendance at All Star I the following year
• Discussion with conference leadership
• Being reported to Island Management

