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The budget for financial assistance in 2017 was $11,500.  All requests were considered using a similar process to past years.  Upon receipt from the Registrar, Susan O’Loughlin, financial applications were sent to the Financial Aid committee.  The committee included George Robbins, Jenny Easter Nelson, Jamie Brewer and myself. Each request was discussed and a decision reached via email.  Not unlike other years, 100% of all those who applied for financial aid received assistance.  This year the majority of applications came from returning shoalers; only a few applications from new shoalers were received.  

Historically, financial aid has averaged about $8700 per year (see the past five years below): 

2012	$7949		with 24 beds filled 
2013	$8960		with 21 beds filled 
2014	$8374		with 25 beds filled
2015	$12,651	with 29 beds filled
2016   $5860		with 14 beds filled

In 2017, we gave out  $8124.75 to fill 25 beds.  This amount is consistent with the average and higher than the amount given out in 2016 (which was an unusual year).   We were able to make 25 awards and still have funds remaining in our budget for a few reasons.  1.  A number of the applications were for partial week stays and not for the full week.  2.  About half of the requests were for children therefore the amounts awarded were not as large.  3. There were no exceptions this year to award more than the 50% of room and board costs.   Overall 2017 proved to be a fairly typical award year with nothing out of the ordinary.

It was a true pleasure to work with the individuals on the committee again this year as well as Susan and Ann.  My sincere thanks for their input and time.

Caroline Quijada
Convener, AS1 Financial Aid Committee 

