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In 2016, $12,500 was budgeted for financial aid assistance.  Requests were considered by the Financial Aid committee upon receipt from the Registrar, Ali Walton.  The committee included George Robbins, Jenny Easter Nelson, Jamie Brewer and myself.  Ali Walton and Anne Etter, treasurer, participated in discussions as non-voting members of the committee.  Each request was discussed and a decision reached by conference call or via email.  Similar to years past, 100% of all those who applied for financial aid received assistance.  However, this year, assistance was requested only by a few returning shoalers.

Historically, financial aid has averaged about $9200 per year (see the past five years below): 

2011	$8182		with 31 beds filled
2012	$7949		with 24 beds filled 
2013	$8960		with 21 beds filled 
2014	$8374		with 25 beds filled
2015	$12,651	with 29 beds filled

In 2016, we gave out  $5860.50 to fill an additional 14 beds.  This amount is much below what was given last year and below the amount available for assistance.  A few possible explanations for the decrease in financial aid follow.  1.  We received very few requests this year – only 7- and the majority came through in March with only a couple coming through in early April.  2.  Many requests only covered children or individuals, making the request amounts relatively small.  We can also hope that many in our Star community are experiencing stronger financial situations or finding ways to reduce costs of the week (serving on staff positions or shortening stay).

In closing, I want to say that it’s been a pleasure to serve as the convener of this committee for the past two years. I look forward to being able to find ways to continue to contribute to the All Star 1 community.

Caroline Quijada
Convener, AS1 Financial Aid Committee 

