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In 2015, $12,500 was budgeted for financial aid assistance.  Requests were considered by the Financial Aid committee upon receipt from the Registrar, Ali Walton.  The committee included George Robbins, Jenny Easter Nelson, Jamie Brewer and myself.  Each request was discussed and decision reached by conference call or via email.  We were helped by Ann Etter and Ali Walton though they were non-voting members of our committee.  One hundred percent of all those who applied for financial aid received assistance.  This year assistance was requested by returning shoalers as well as 2 new shoaler families.

Historically, financial aid has averaged about $9000 per year (see the past five years below): 

2010	$11,740	with 49 beds filled
2011	$8182		with 31 beds filled
2012	$7949		with 24 beds filled 
2013	$8960		with 21 beds filled 
2014	$8374		with 25 beds filled

In 2015 we gave out  $12,651 which helped to fill an additional 29 beds for the week.  The dollar amount granted is a 51% increase over 2014.  There are a few factors that may explain this increase.  One explanation is that the price of room and board increased (although only by 2 percent from last year).  A more significant factor was that in years past some families only asked for a few hundred dollars to assist with payments.  This year the majority of applicants requested the full 50% they are able to apply for.  In addition, we had two families who required special consideration.   One longstanding All Star One family was awarded 70% of their total room and board bill so that they could all gather in honor of a lost family member.  Another family was awarded 100% of their room and board given the extreme financial hardship they faced this year and their critical role in the conference.   The two new shoaler families were given 25% of their room and board bill in accordance with our guidelines.  However, one of the families received an anonymous donation that allowed them to receive additional financial support.
 
We exceeded our budget by $151 however we received approval from Ann Etter treasurer to do so and we felt the overage was necessary this year given our special considerations.

We received a request from the chair of the island financial aid to figure out ways to work together next year.  That would be helpful to us as ASI typically benefit from very little island aid because we often offer more from the conference.  We will reach out next year to coordinate efforts.
In closing, I want to say that it’s been a pleasure to serve as the convener of this committee this past year.  The group I get to work with is incredibly collaborative and efficient in their decisionmaking.  I thank them all for their time and effort.

Caroline Quijada
Convener, AS1 Financial Aid Committee 

